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them is when they are just coming
through the ground.

Pole beans can be mulched to good
advantage. They are planted far
enough apart and occupy the ground
long enough so that it is really worth
while to* place a mulch around the
hills and between the rows before
the weeds have started to grow. If
weeds get a head start before the
mulching material is applied, they
will grow up through the mulch and
it will take a lot of hand labor to
get rid of them*. Weeds, grass clip-
pings, sawdust or dry hay or straw
are suitable for the purpose of
mulching.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Diseases of
beans are more or less prevalent ac-
cording to weather conditions. Moist,
foggy, or rainy weather brings on
bean rust and anthracnose. These dis-
eases are particularly bad if the
plants are grown too close together
or are grown too luxuriantly, as is the
case on fertile soils that are well sup-
plied with moisture. For this reason
beans do better on the light sandy
types of soil. A soil well supplied
with calcium and magnesium, in
other words with lime, will tend to
prevent severe infestations of dis-
eases. The bean rust is avoided by
growing the rust-resistant varieties.

Insects are not serious, if the
Mexican bean beetle is kept in con-
trol. This beetle is easy to kill and
yet, if permitted to breed, will ruin
a bean plant in a couple of days. The
mature beetles come out of the
ground early in the season, when the
leaves are full size, and lay masses
of yellow eggs on the undersides of
the leaves. These hatch out into a
woolly, orange-yellow larvae with
black spots. They have a tremendous

appetite and will soon cat up a leaf.
As soon as they are seen, they should
be dusted with a rotenone dust; they
can also be killed with a calcium
arsenate dust, but this should not be
applied after the pods begin to form.
Care should be taken to get the dust
on the underside of the leaves. Un-
less the dust comes in contact with"
the larvae, it will do no good. It is
advantageous to have a small hand
duster for this purpose, since its
curved spout will shoot the dust up
under the leaves without requiring
that one get under the leaves with
the duster. Whenever small holes are
seen in the leaves, the bean beetle
should be looked for and the egg
masses, if visible, can be picked of!.
This requires some patience but can
be done during inspection of the
plants.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: Beans
grown for the edible pod should be
harvested when the pods are well
formed but before the bean-shape
has produced bulges in the pod. If
the pods are to be shelled, they
should not be picked until the seed
has reached its maximum size. When
they are picked, preferably in the
evening, they should be chilled to
maintain their flavor and palatability.
If allowed to stand in the sun, they
will wilt and lose their freshness. If
they are to be canned or frozen, they
should be immediately placed in cold
water and disposed of as soon as pos-
sible. Freezing or canning only pre-
serves the flavor, but does not improve
it. Poor quality when frozen will
come out poor quality.

In small gardens, pole beans can
be easily handled by running wires
across the garden from several di-
rections about seven feet from the